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What Is The
Parent Coalition?

The Clark County Developmental Disabili-
ties Parent Coalition (Parent Coalition) is a
project funded by the Clark County Devel-
opmental Disabilities Program.

The purpose of the Parent Coalition is to
provide people with disabilities and their
families with a support system that:

e Links them with their natural support
system — the community.

o Helps them to better understand and ac-
cess the system.

e Responds to crisis.

e Involves them in decision making at the
state and local levels.

e Provides current, accurate information
and networking opportunities.

o Forms a power base to advocate for the
needs of people with disabilities in our
community.

e Helps new parent groups get estab-
lished and serves as a resource for lead-
ership in new and existing groups.

How Does The

Parent Coalition
Work?

The Parent Coalition is being organized
by a Coordinator in cooperation with par-
ent organizations and networks in Clark
County.

The Coordinator will gather pertinent in-
formation from all areas, including state
and county government, service providers
and advocacy/planning organizations.
This information will then be distributed
by mailings and/or meetings with mem-
bers of the Parent Coalition.

The Parent Coalition members will in turn
distribute the information to members of
their parent groups. They will be advised
on how to proceed with the information, i.
e. call or write their legislators, let the
other interested parties know, etc.

Parents may be asked to sit on various ad-
visory committees or task forces in order
to effect policy and present a parents’ per-
spective on issues.

Coordinator will help organize community
meetings and forums for the purpose of
educating, sharing and discussing issues
of mutual concern.

Goals

To increase awareness of how the service
delivery system works and resources avail-
able to people with developmental disabili-
ties, their families and friends.

To develop community understanding and
support of people with developmental dis-
abilities.

To assist parents in understanding issues
and procedures so that they will be better
able to protect the interests of their children
before a crisis occurs — whether it be a fam-
ily crisis or a budget crisis.

To provide an opportunity to become fa-
miliar with legislators and the legislative
process, how it impacts the lives of chil-
dren and adults with developmental dis-
abilities and how to effectively impact that
system at a level that is comfortable.

If you need more information, have ques-
tions, or would like to become involved in
the Parent Coalition, please contact the
Parent Coalition Coordinator at (360)
397-2130 or TTY (360) 397-6065.



